Stable Cottage

Dot: I’m now talking with John MacDonald and Nigel Callander, it’s  the 22nd of April 2009 and we’re going to talk about Stable Cottage which was renovated in 1979 in Ardkinglas estate. 

That was converted, Stable Cottage was converted the same time as Laundry and the Stable we took in calf sheds which was adjoining Laundry and taken two of the Laundry bedrooms was taken into the Stable renovation to give them two bedrooms, a bathroom, a living room and kitchen and front entrance.  And that was done all in the one renovation of 1980.  

Dot: Can you remember the first people that were in there?

Now, no. No really (unclear)  After it was renovated in 1980, the first person who took up rent of the place would be a girl called Gill Carter who came over from Ardquaily (?), to work on the fish farm.  Do you remember her, Nigel.  I remember.  I remember working in her Mum and Dad’s house.  I mind her Dad.  She stayed around her quite a while, no maybe not, 1981 to ‘85.  She was five years in it.  She worked below.  Which fish farm did she work at?  Loch Fyne Oysters.  Her and Penny used to work in there.  Penny? White, aye. Smoked the salmon and inquired to them if you wanted any salmon or anything.  But poor Gilly died.  She didn’t keep well. She had a brain haemorrhage.  Aye, it was that that happened to her. She’d a tumour in her head, wasn’t it?  Is this recently?  No years ago.  That was a long time ago.  A long while ago.  She was young. Anyway that’s what we could remember about Gilly.
Then it was a Mr Horseman, John Horseman came in 1986 till 1990.  He did a nursery with his wife, Mina.  Don’t you remember much about him.  He was .. I mind enough about him?  Mina was her name.  I mind her, she was a nice person.  I hadn’t much time for him.  John was a bit of an oddball, wasn’t he.  Aye, he was.  I remember he gave me a present of a rowan tree. Keep the witches away.  What year was he here, ‘86? That’s right I moved into my new house in ‘87 and for some reason, whatever, he gave me this rowan tree, an ornamental rowan tree. It wasn’t just .. I put it in my new house.  I can’t remember why I got it.  (unclear) that was to keep the evil spirits away. That’s right.  He was always a man, he was supposed to have had something.  Lead poisoning, aye, lead poisoning.  He was in Africa, I think, for years, for years he worked in Africa. He knew his timber right enough.  He knew his onions. 

Dot: It was all sort of specialist trees and bushes he planted, wasn’t it?  Aye he knew his types. And he planted quite a lot on that bank as you go past the joiners shop road end. He planted there, I don’t know where else.  What did he use for his nursery, was it the wall garden?  He was there about, he was in the greenhouses.  He used to do a lot of work in there though, his wife.  Did she work with him?  Aye, she worked out in the greenhouses.
Anyway they were here for that short time, ‘86 – ‘90.  And then a woman called Janet Graham and a woman called Fiona Small which we struggled to remember.  

Dot: It must have been something to do with Loch Fyne Oysters.
Or the fish farm or Loch Fyne Oysters or something short term.  And then we had Finlay Cameron who was a local boy and Jackie Gunn who’s still around.  Jackie works for Argyll College in  Here We Are and Finlay now has moved on to Oban. But Finlay at that time, what would Finlay have been doing?  He would have been working in Semple’s.  At Semple.  He was a car body sprayer and panel beater with Semple.

And then Jason Ferguson who’s now the gamekeeper.  Him and his partner, Diane Clark.  They had it for a short time as well in the ‘90s.

Dot:  He was working?
He was working under Peter, was his trainee gamekeeper and he still does the gamekeeping, Peter’s now retired.  

He’s now married to Diane and they have their little chip shop. After them I think a girl called Tracey Watt and Stephen Clark who was actually the brother of Diane and he was actually a wee bricky.  Tracey’s here working for Loch Fyne Oysters, aye?  Stevie was partners there.  Stevie’s now moved on to Australia. No. Aye, Stevie’s gone to Australia and Tracey’s still here working for Loch Fyne Oysters.  In the kitchens.   But they moved out of there in 1998 they were probably there 1996, ‘97.

And a girl called Carol Burnapp who works in the hatchery for Lakeland Smolts.  She’s been there now since 1998 till 2007 .. right up till now.  And the house is all altered, all the alterations to the (unclear) house would be again a new central heating system, putting in this very similar stove to we put in next door to Laundry Cottage.  A multi-fuel stove?  And Nigel put a new front door on .. that wasn’t me.. somebody fitted it.. Noticed it was a new door.  Wasn’t Robert Cameron was it?  I noticed that day I was round … with the Christian Aid.  It’s a while being up, I don’t know who did it. 

Apart from that Laundry Cottage hasn’t had a .. it’s been a lucky one, it’s had better tenants .. it’s survived - the Stable - it’s survived a bit better.  Carol’s got a garden as well now in what used to be one of the kennels. Carol likes her gardening.  She has a green house or a polytunnel?  A polytunnel.  Fi’s got a polytunnel. Aye. It was a bit of a gardening competition round there.  Well it’s good to see it, it is.  Everybody’s trying to grow their own veg now. Was quite an incident that happened around there, the cattle got out on the loose there last year.  That was disastrous. That was a disaster. Took Carol’s garden by storm.  I never knew that. Never heard that.  Aye she was in tears.  A lot of her mum’s plants and stuff.  Her Mum had given her.  Just eaten with the cows.  Was it Davy’s cattle?  Davy Jackson’s? Must have been.  Ones that are in the Stable field anyway.  Tough luck, oh that’s hopeless.  Well I think that’s all we know about that Stable Cottage’s that’s it (unclear) relatively new house. From 1980 till now.  Nothing’s really changed with the stables in front of it other than. Stables are empty now in front of it.  Makes it a bit more habitable around there for people for living.  It’s a comfortable wee cottage now.  It’s nice.

Aye, it’s nice.  She’s got it nice.

